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A    SECOND 

LETTER 


T  0    T  H  E 


Bifhop  of  Salisbury, 

Upon  the  Publication  of  his  New 
Volume  of  Sermons. 


My  Lord  ; 

IF  Your  Lordfhip  knew  how  diligent 
aPerufer,  and  how  great  an  Admirer 
I  am  of  your  Writings,  you  would 
not  be  furprized  at  this  fecond  Ad- 
drefs,  efpecially  if  you  did  confider  with 
what  Reluctance  I  come  to  note  fome 
Slips  and  Miftakesthat  havedrop'd  from 
fo  excellent,  a  Pen.  When  I  reflect  on  the 
Duties  of  a  Bijbop^  and  the  Chara&eri- 
fticks  which  St.  Paul  lays  down  as  infe- 
parable  from  that  high  and  facred  Stati- 
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on  in  the  Church,  I  could  expect  nothing 
lefs  from  your  Lordfhip  at  this  happy 
Juncture,  than  your  public  Gratulations 
upon  the  prefent  Peace,  and  that  the 
AmbafTadors  of  Heaven  fhould  have  been 
the  firft  that  gave  us  their  joyful  Senti- 
ments on  that  occafion,  and  taught  us 
how  to  make  the  Blefling  lafting,  and  du- 
rable. But  alafs  !  'tis  quite  otherwife, 
inftead  of  a  Joy  for  what  is  at  hand,  you 
are  running  backwards  into  ungrateful 
Reflections  upon  the  Days  paft  ;  and  fur- 
mifing  upon  the  Infecurity  and  fatal  Con- 
fequences  of  the  beft  Acts  of  our  prefent 
Governours,  A  Bifhop,  fays  the  Apoftle, 
ought  to  be  no  Brawler,  no  Striker,  and 
yet  by  certain  Jealoufies,  and  groundlefs 
Accufations  of  the  Adminiltration,  there 
is  One  who  would  fain  give  it  a.  Wound. 
He  fhould  rule  well  his  own  Houfe,  having 
his  Children  in  Subjection  with  all  Gravity, 
and  yet  there  is.  One  who  feems  to  permit 
His  to  infult  his  Superiours,  to  traduce 
the  Government  with  as  little  Senfe  of 
Shame,  as  of  Religion.  There  is  a  Par- 
ticular indeed  which  I  could  wifh  did  not 
fuit  with  him,  That  he  has  a  good  Report 
of  thofe  without,  it  is  not  I  fuppofe  for  no- 
thing, and  it  is  to  be  prefumed  not  in  the 
beft  Senfe  that  he  has  ;  Happier  had  it 
been,  if  he  had  enjoy 'd  a  better  from  thofe 
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within.  I  have  learnt  from  your  Lordfhip 
not  to  name  Perfons,  and  therein  at  lealt 
you  will  fuffer  me  to  follow  your  Exam- 
ple. 

However  with  all  due  Submiflion,  I 
would  fain  examine  a  little  what  Caufe 
there  can  be  in  this  State  of  Affairs  for 
New  Prefaces,  and  New  Ju/lifcations  of 
the  Revolution',  and  in  this  I  fhall  con- 
fine my  felf  to  a  certain  New  Preface,  not 
without  making  a  ^ew  Remarks  on  fome 
other  Contents  of  that  Book, 

And  here  I  find  by  your  Lordfhip  cer- 
tain Reafins  aflign'd  for  it,  That  the  Law- 
fulnefs  of  the  Revolution  is  not  only  brought 
under  Debate,  but  is  openly  araigned  byjome, 
and  feebly  juftified  by  others,  while  many  are 
plainly  endeavouring  to  undermine  and  over* 
turn  it.  Were  the  Fact  alledged  true,  I 
'could  not  blame  any  that  had  a  hand  in 
that  great  TranJ action,  for  the  Concern 
they  might  fhew  to  clear  themfelves,  and 
put  their  Actions  in  the  faireft  Light 
they  could  :  It  might  then  be  commenda- 
ble to  review  with  your  Lord/hip  that  whole 
Matter,  and  fee  upon  the  mo  ft  ferious  Confi* 
deration,  what  'Judgment  they  ought  to  pafs 
upon  it. 

What  a  few  private  Men  may  do,  or 
fay,  I  neither  know,  nor  am  in  Pain  for, 
confidering  the  general  Inclination  and 
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Strength  of  the  whole  Body,  and  the  Im- 
potence of  fuch  Opponents.     This,    my 
Lord,  you  will  allow,  that  the  moil  fig- 
nal  Time  that  ever  the  Revolution  was 
brought  into  Debate,  its  Lawfulnefs  was 
equally  juftified  by  the  oppofite  Parties ; 
it  was  then  placed  upon  its  true  and  pro- 
per Foundation,  aflerted  by  Reafon,  and 
by  Law,  with  great.  Solidity  and  Perfpi- 
cuity.     Neither  can  any  one  help  obfer- 
ving,  that  rhro'  the  Courfe  of  that  Iryal, 
the  bell  and  mod  cogent  Arguments  were 
offer'd  by  the   Defendants  in  that  great 
Caufe,  and  therefore  it  were  the  higheft 
Abfurdity  imaginable  to   charge   thern 
with  any  View  of  invalidating  that  nowy 
which  they  had  before  fo  ftrenuoufly  af- 
ferted.     There   was  indeed  one   Point 
wherein  they  differ'd,  not  in  the  Revolu- 
tion it  felf,  but  in  the  Confequences  of 
that  Revolution  ;  and  that  was  Her  Ma- 
jefifs  Title,   which  one  fide  would  have 
founded  wholly  and  folely  upon  the  Revolt 
tion:  But  the  other  juftly  oppofed  it ;  for 
Her  Mafeffs  Title  being  antecedent  to  the 
Revolution^  could  not  receive  its  proper 
Force  from  that,  nor  be  alter'd  by  it,  tho' 
it  is  con fefs'd  it  might  be  ftrengthned  and 
confirmed  hy  that, 

Now,  my  Lord,  if  you  mean  this  De- 
bate,  it  is  to  be  hop'd  you  will  own  your 
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Miftake,  if  any  other  inform  us  what, 
and  particularly  that  Arraignment,  and 
undermining  of  the  Revolution,  and  by 
what  Perfons  it  is  likely  to  be  effe&ed. 
If  it  were  fo  open  and  avowed  as  your 
Lordihip  feems  to  have  made  it,  the' reft 
of  the  World  would  hear  of  it,  efpecially 
if  the  Number  was  fo  considerable  as  you 
intimate.  I  believe  if  your  Lordfhip  had 
firft  confider'd,  and  defined  in  what  Senfe 
you  take  the  word  Many,  you  would 
have  had  but  little  Reafon  for  fuch  a  Sug- 
geftion,  and  might  have  fpar'd  thofe 
Fears  which  you  feem  to  be  fo  much  di« 
fturbM  with  upon  that  account. 

Neither  were  it  improper,  or  unrea- 
fonable,  to  ask  your- Lordfhip  what  Com- 
pany you  keep,  and  from  what  public 
Convsriation  you  are  informed,  that  the 
Revolution  is  thus    violently  attacked? 
It  would  be  too  uncharitable  to  fuppofe 
that  they  are  mere   Chimera's   of  your 
own  making,    nor  can  we  imagine  that 
one  of  your  Character  would  take  this 
Opportunity  to  publifh  his  Dreams,  unlefs 
he  prefix'd  that  Title  to   them,  to  fhow 
the  World  their  Uncertainty  ;  tho'ic  may 
be  a  Doubt  whether  they  are  not  gene- 
rally taken  as  fuch  without  that  Admo* 
nition. 

How- 


However,  be  the  FacJ  what  it  will, 
your  Lordfhip  bravely  owns  that  you  are 
not  ajhamed  nor  afraid  to  own  what  hand 
you  had  in  it ;  I  have  known,  I  mutt  con- 
fefs,  your  Courage  (my  Lord)  call'd  in 
queftion,  but  I  never  yet  heard  of  any 
body  fo  bold  as  to  fay,  that  you  were  a- 
jbam'd  of  your  Actions.  That  is  certain- 
ly a  Vice,  which  cannot  be  imputed  to 
you. 

But  farther,  you  are  pleafed  to  add, 
that  Revolution- Principles  are  represented 
in  fuch  odious  Colour s,  that  you  think  fuch 
Declamations  as  have  been  made  upon  them, 
by  Per  Jons  who  are  too  young  to  have  been  able 
to  obferve  how  Matters  then  went,  and  yet 
have  taken  up  Prejudices  too  implicitely,  &c. 
Thefe  you  think  ought  to  be  checked  in  time. 
And  upon  this  you  are  fo  kind  as  to  give 
them,  a  Critical,  and  Hiftorical  Account 
of  the  Revolution. 

To  this  Paffage,  my  Lord,  many  things 
may  be  objected,  but  I  fhall  content  my 
felf  with  a  few.  And  in  the  firft  place, 
I  humbly  beg  of  you,  in  the  Name  of 
many  of  us  the  Ignorant  People  of  Great 
Britain,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give 
\}S  an  entire  and  compleat  Set  of  Revolution- 
Principles,  that  we  may  be  better  inform- 
ed  what  they  are  ;  as  alfo  to  direct  us  in 
the   Ufe  of  them,  that  we  may  apply 

them 
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them  to  all  Cafes  and  Incidents  which 
may  happen :  But  if  that  be  not  fo  con- 
venient at  this  time,  we  defire  to  be  in- 
ftru&ed  whether  thofe  Principles  that  ferv'd 
us  then,  may  not  be  out  of  Date  at  pre- 
fent,  or  by  what  Alterations  we  may  a- 
dapt  them  to  any  future  Emergencies. 
Becaufe  there  was  once  a  Revolution  both 
juft  and  necejfary,  and  we  were  forced  (ac- 
cording to  your  ConfefTion)  to  depart  & 
little  from  our  Conftitution,  muft  we  there- 
fore be  continually  infilling  upon  that? 
Muft  we  be  hull  magnifying  an  Act  of 
Neceffity,  and  crying  it  upas  the  very  Bafis, 
and  Foundation  of  the  Government  ?  Cer- 
tainly it  were  more  prudent  to  let  fuch 
Cafes  of  Extremity  be  taken  as  little  no- 
tice of  as  may  be,  I  mean  fuch  notice  on- 
ly as  the   Legijlature  thinks  proper,  and 
not  be  made  the  Subject  of  every  indif- 
cjeet  Writer,  that  may  think  to  parallel 
Circumftances  upon  every  Whimfie  of 
his  own,  and  enflame  the  Hearts  of  a 
People  too  prone  to  Tumults,  and  Diftur- 
bances. 

But  your  Lordfhip  I  perceive  is  very 
angry  that  Toung  People  make  DeclamatU 
ons  on  this  Head,  and  the  young  ones  are 
fbrry  in  their  turn,  that  the  Old  ones  tell 
Stories  upon  it.  But  /  muft  tell  you,  that 
tho*  they  might  be  too  young  to  objerve  how 
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Matters  then  went,  they  are  old  enough  t6 
make   ufe  of  the  Account  which  others  have 
given  of  them.     Now  thefe  agree  in  fome 
Particulars  with  your  Narrative  of  thofe 
times,  tho'  I  mult  own  your  Lordfhip's 
great  fhare  in  thefe  TranfaQicns.  is  paifed 
over  in  Silence ;  whether  it  be  to  your 
Lordfhip's  Credit  or  not,  I  cannot  well  de- 
termine.    Nor  can  I  perceive  that  any  of 
the  Hiftorians  mention  one  Word  of  you, 
but  your  running  away  from  Scotland, 
and  your  Return  to  England  (only)  with 
the  Prince,  not  being  fo  circumitantial  as 
to  tell  us  whether  you  were  then  only  a 
PafTenger  or  a  Privy    Counfellor.     But 
you  have  now  done  your  felf  Juftice  in 
that  Point,  you  have  given  us  the  Parti- 
culars with  fuch  Fidelity,  and  fo  exactly 
like  a  Winter-Night  Hiftorun,  that  I  can't 
forbear  repeating  fome  of  thofe  Beauties 
which  I  moft  admire.     The  frequent  Re- 
petition of  that  Particle  fo  is  exceeding 
beautiful — — So  we  fail'd  into  the  Chan- 
nel  So  that  in  three  Hours  time 

He  was  fo  flopped  by  thefe  Wefterly 
Winds,  that  in  Conclusion  he  was  fhat- 
ter'd  by  them  Jo 1  fet  this  out  fo  par- 
ticular  So  they  who  refolved  to  facri- 

fice  the  Kjng They  didy^  magnify— 

They  fucceeded/t?  well So  he  rejected 

So  a  Meifage  was  fent So  it  was 

plain 
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plain— I  might  mention  abundance  of 
thefe,  if  it  were  neceflary ;  but  that  may 
feem  to  fink  the  Stile  much  beneath  the 
Character  of  the  Writer  of  the  Hifiory  of 
the  Reformation.  It  is  not  without  much 
Companion  that  I  fee  fo  fine  a  Genius  de- 
generated into^'i  and  itlfo's,  but  when  I 
confider  what  an  Elevation  and  Majefty 
oi  Stile  in  fome  other  Expreflions  thefe 
empbatical  Particles  are  accompanied 
with,  as  my  Commiferation  lefTens,  fo 
my  Wonder  rifes,  when  I  read  in  your 
Account  of  the  Primes  Voyage  to  England^ 
We,  Vs,  our  Fleet,  our  March,  and  the 
poor  melancholy  KJng  James  only  diftin- 
guifh'd  by  He  faw,  He  fent,  He  [aid  ;  I 
am  in  a  doubt  which  I  fhould  moft  ad- 
mire, the  Humility  of  the  Kjng,  or  the 
Pride  of  the  Prelate.  And  now,  my  Lord, 
by  fome  evident  Symptoms  perceiving 
that  you  are  far  gone  in  the  way  of  Story- 
Telling,  let  me  advife  you  for  the  future 
to  deal  lefs  in  it ;  Vanity  and  needle fs  Repe- 
titions, being  fo  infeparable  Adjuncts  to 
old  Tale-Tellers.  It  is  neither  my  Bufi- 
nefs,  nor  my  Defire,  to  make  any  Refle- 
ctions on  the  Scene  of  Affairs  at  that 
time,  only  this  I  can't  omit  mentioning, 
as  it  relates  to  your  Lordfliip,  that 
you  there  fay  it  was  the  Jefuits  Advice  to 
the  KJng,  to  fly  from  a  Vjtforious  Prince, 
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with  an  Infinuation  by  thefe  Words  (as 
they  calPd  it)  as  if  no  body  elfe  had  thought 
that  Title  founded  in  Vittory,  tho'  you 
your  felf  have  been  more  than  once  told 
in  Print  of  your  own  Plea  for  it  after- 
wards. May  the  Jefuits  and  your  Lord- 
fhip  difpute  the  Honour  of  that  AfTertion ! 
Your  Lordfhip  would  make  us  believe  by 
the  Compliments  you  pay  your  felf,  that 
you  were  at  the  Head  of  all  thofe  Affairs, 
and  by  fome  Particulars  that  you  were 
entruft ed  by  the  late  Kjng  more  than  any 
of  the  greateft  Perfons  about  him.  You 
tell  us  this  at  a  time  when,  and  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  no  body  can  difprove,  tho' 
they  may  fufpeft:  you.  Upon  fome  Ad- 
vice given  the  Prince,  you  fay  the  Prince 
told  you  Names — but  you  will  not  tell 
again,  tho'  you  give  a  plain  Mark  to 
know  the  Perfons  by,  as  that  they  were 
afterwards  violently  engaged  in  the  Jaco- 
bite Interejl.  An  excellent  Pattern  of  Fi- 
delity and  Secrecy,  that  will  tell  every 
Circumftance  of  his  Truft,  but  only 
JSIames,  and  Perfons.  Be  fide  that  it  may 
be  feirly  fuppofed  by  this  Concealment  of 
yours,  that  the  Cafe  is  merely  imagina- 
ry, I  defire  your  Lordfhip  to  confider  how 
many  Reputations  you  may  wound  by 
fuch  a  dilguifed  Narrative,  every  body 
being  at  liberty  to  fix  the  Scandal  on  any 

one 
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one  whom  he  fancies  had  at  that  time 
your  Mark  of  the  Beaft  upon  him.  It 
your  Lordfhip  has  no  better  Qualificati- 
ons than  what  you  here  hinted  at,  I  am 
fure  you  are  the  moft  unfit  Perfon  alive 
to  be  the  Confident  of  Princes ;  and  fome 
are  apt  to  think  for  all  your  great  Preten- 
fions,  that  you  were  ever  reckon'd  fo  by 
Them, 

But,  my  Lord,  after  your  Tale  is  done, 
you  go  on  to  fhow  the  Neceflity  the  Na- 
tion was  then  under,  to  confide r  how  to  ar- 
rive at  a  Settlement  as  near  the  Conflitution 
a*  was  pojfible.  In  this  I  know  no  body 
that  dhTents  from  you,  and  it  is  what  has 
been  told  m,  proved  to  /#,  and  what  we 
have  acquiefc'd  in  thefe  four  and  twenty 
Years ;  but  we  cannot  fo  readily  afTent  to 
what  you  afterwards  deduce  from  it, 
that  the  Dignity  and  Crown  of  the  Queen 
is  founded  entirely  upon  the  Revolution. 
For  I  think  I  have  before  proved  her  He- 
reditary Title  antecedent  to  it,  and  that 
therefore  that  of  the  Parliament  can  be 
but  Secondary ,  or  Confirmatory  of  Her  Pri- 
or Right.  And  therefore  if  your  Lord- 
fhip began  this  Story  merely  for  the  fake 
of  the  notable  Sting  in  the  Conclusion, 
you  might  as  well  have  fpar'd  your  Pains, 
and  kept  thefe  Memoirs,  fo  full  of  Vani- 
ty, ftill  in  private ;  for  that  Plea  has 
C  2  bee a 
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been  anfwer'd  a  thoufand  times  over. 

I  cannot  but  wonder,  my  Lord,  at  two 
Particulars  in  your  Relation  of  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Revolution  ;  the  one  of 
which  can  proceed  from  nothing  elfe  bat 
dired  Falfification  of  Faff ;  the  other  ei- 
ther from  that,  or  Ignorance,  or  both.  In 
the  firft  place,  your  Lordfhip  moft  un- 
mercifully loads  the  unfortunate  KJngi  and 
the  Jefuits,  as  the  Contrivers  and  Promo- 
ters of  every  thing  illegal  in  that  Reigny 
tho'  a  Friend  or  two  of  your  Lor dfhifs 
had  far  the  greateft  fhare  in  the  ill   Ad- 
vice, and  unjuftifiable  Meafures  of  that 
Time.     There  was'  a  conceded  Enemy  un- 
der the  Difguife  of  a  Pretended  Convert, 
who  rul'd  and  lead  his  eafy  unfufpe&ing 
Matter  into  that  Sea  of  Troubles  which 
he  was  forced  to  ftruggle  with.     Your 
Lordfhip  well  knew  this,  but  the  Son  of 
him  ftill  lives  one  of  your  Favourites,  and 
fo  it   was  according  to  your  Lordfhip's 
Rule  of  Modefty  and  good  Manners,  ra- 
ther to  fpare  his  Father,    than  Her  Sa- 
cred Majefiy,  who  follows  next  in  your 
Account,  as  if  She  had  taken  up  Arms  and 
repfted  her  Father  at  that  time. 

Your  Lordfhip  fays,  that  She  march* d 
with  an  Army  about  Her,  commanded  by  the 
Lord  Bifbop  of  London,  and  in  that  affed  a 
yoble  Part,  agreeable  to  Revolution-Prin- 
ciples* 
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ciples.  Whereas  this  mighty  Army  was 
only  a  voluntary  Band  of  worthy  Gentle- 
men, who  attended  on  Her  Majejty  for 
the  Security  of  Her  Perfon  in  that  unfet- 
tled  State  of  Affairs,  when  as  yet  there 
was  no  Convention,  nor  Occafion  of  defi- 
ning Revolution-Principles.  Neither  could 
They  have  made  choice  of  one  whofe 
Loyalty  and  Integrity  could  have  better 
kept  them  together,  or  whofe  Piety  could 
more  have  aw'd  any  Enemies,  than  the 
Lord  Btfhop  of  London.  But  while  this 
good  and  brave  Prelate  was  fecuring  the 
other  Hope  of  the  Crown,  what  honourable 
Employment  was  your  Lordfhip  bufied 
in,  or  what  did  you  do  memorable  enough 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  Pofterity,  even  by 
your  own  Pen.  Were  you  then  whifper- 
ing  in  the  Princes  Ear  thofe  Secrets 
you  have  fince  Publifhed?  Were  your 
Thoughts  entertained  with  Politicks,  or 
Divinity,  thou  Great  Mafter  of  both  ? 

And  now,  my  Lord,  fince  I  have  gone 
thus  far  in  examining  your  Hiflory,  I  can't 
forbear  running  through  your  whole  Pre- 
face, and  obferving  upon  fome  things  you 
fay  concerning  your  Sermons. 

The  firfl  1 *a ft -Sermon,  your  Lordfhip 
informs  us,  was  oppofed  in  the  Printing, 
as  containing  fome  bold  Strokes  not  lit  to  be 
encouraged  by  a  Court,    I  find  by  this  your 

Lord- 
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Lordfhip  began  your  Days  of  Profperity 

with  bold  Strokes,  and  truly  you  have 
kept  your  hand  in  very  well  ever  fince  ; 
but  tho'  you  loft  no  Favour  then  for  them, 
you  are  much  fallen  in  the  Efteem  of  all 
Men  at  prefeht,  for  laying  them  on  fo 
unreafonably  fall  with  Speech  upon  Speech, 
Preface  upon  Preface  :  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  very  glad  that  Sermon  is  printed,  for  ■ 
one  Particular  in  it ;  where  your  Lord- 
fhip compares  our  importunate  AddrelTes 
to  God,  to  Petitioners  to  Princes,  who  con- 
tinue with  a  rejllefs  Importunity  to  J  osteite  an 
Anfwer  to  them,  and  are  neither  wearied  out 
with  a  tedious  Attendance,  nor  made  to  give 
over,  even  by  the  coldeft  Treatment,  or  the 
rudejl  Repulfes  ;  but  ft  ill  perfue  their  Point 
till  they  have  gained  it.  To  which  you 
add,  That  this  is  a  Figure  too  well  known  in 
Courts  to  need  an  Enlargement,  And  of 
this  I  will  give  your  Lordfhip  an  Inftance, 
but  with  your  own  cautious  Concealment 
of  Names,  intending  to  fet  out  the  Truth  of 
that  Jranf action  without  fever e  Reflections. 

In  a  certain  Reign  (fince  that  of  good 
Charles  the  Firft)  one  who  was  generally 
odious,  but  had  made  fome  fmall  Merit 
with  his  Prince,  upon  an  account  we  fhall 
not  here  mention,  upon  a  Vacancy  of  a 
certain  See,  made  Application  for  it.  He 
tried  his  Friends,   for  an  Introduction, 

but 
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but  every  one  who  wi/h'd  him  the  Pre- 
ferment, ftill  declined  contributing  to  it, 
becaufe  they  would  not  bring  any  Odium 
upon  themfelves,as  the  Promoters  of  Him. 
In  this  Cafe  the  Man  of  Forehead  refolves 
to  buftle  thro'  all,  and  himfelf  fpeak  in 
his  Own  behalf;  He  gets  in  private  to  the 
Kjn^  falls  on  his  Knees,  tells  what  he 
had  done,  how  much  he  was  likely  to  fuf- 
fer,  and  protefts  to  the  good  Prince,  that 
he  would  nor  ftir  from  the  place  till  his 
Petition  was  granted His  Importuni- 
ty prevail'd.  But  now  I  w:ift  of  en  a  Scene 
that  willfhow  what  a  fort  of  Perfons  the  Hy- 
pocrites of  thofe  Days  were.  As  he  returned 
from  the  Prince,  he  was  ask'd  (as  is  ufu- 
al)  by  thofe  at  Court y  what  Bufinefs  he 
had  in  private  with  his  Majefty  •  He  good 
Man  lifts  up  his  Hands,  and  Eyes  to  Hea- 
ven, declares  he  was  fent  for  by  the 
Kjngys  Order  to  accept  of  fuch  a  See,  and 
he  had  been  all  that  time  on  his  Knees  to 
beg  his  Majefty  not  to  lay  fuch  a  Weight 

on  his  Shoulders^ But  the  King  was  ob- 

ftinate,  and  fo  he  was  forc'd  againft  his 
Will  into  a  Bifhoprick. 

If  now  your  Lordfhip  or  any  body  elfe 
fhould  ask  me  who  is  here  meant,  I  can 
only  fay,  I  leave  it  to  their  own  Confer- 
ence or  Opinion  to  direct  them  in  the 
Application  of  it. 

Your 
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Your  Lord fhip's  next  Sermon  upon  the 
Victory  of  La  Hogue,  is  as  lingular  in  its 
kind,  as  the  Reafon  given  for  its  not  be- 
ing printed  before.  To  revive  that  Acti- 
on, and  celebrate  the  Admiral,  your  Lord- 
fhip  makes  the  Conqueft  greater  than 
that  Queen  Elizabeth  gained  over  the  Spa- 
mfb  Armada.  For  you  fay,  How  much  fo* 
ever  God  thought  jit  to  take  that  Fleet  under 
his  Correction,  certainly  this  is  the  greater 
Victory,  becaufe  our  Fleet  deflroyed  then  a 
very  [mall  Proportion  of  the  Emmies 9  in 
comparijon  to  the  Action  we  now  commemo* 
rate.  Is  a  Victory  then  lefTen'd  by  God's 
more  fignal  and  immediate  AfMance? 
Or  is  it  magnified  by  his  fuffering  the 
Hand  of  Man  to  execute  his  Wrath,  ra- 
ther than  his  own  ?  Are  warlike  Actions 
to  be  meafur'd  by  Havock,  and  Slaugh- 
ter, which  are  oftner  the  Wantonnefs  of 
Man's  Paflion,  than  the  Pleafure  of  the 
Almighty  ?  Befide  there  is  another  way 
of  calculating  of  Victories,  and  that  is  by 
their  important  Confequences ;  and  if 
your  Lordfhip  thought  our  Danger  was 
then  Greater,  our  Victory  was  Greater 
too. 

The  Third  Sermon  of  your  Lordjbip1* 
was  indeed  upon  a  happy  and  glorious 

Sub- 


( '?) 

SubjecTr,  Her  Mayeflfs  firft  Aceffton  to  the 
Throne  ;  and  to  do  you  Juftice,  you  there 
fall  into  a  very  becoming  Piece  of  Mo- 
defty,  by  informing  us  that  it  was  AeeU 
dent,  and  not  Choice  which  occafion'd 
your  Preaching,  it  falling  then  to  your  Turn 
to  preach  that  Sunday  in  time  of  Lent,  This 
was  not  like  the  Honour  the  Man  before  re- 
cei  v'd,who  preach'd  two  Thankjgiving-Ser- 
rttons  fuccemvely,  and  that  by  Royal  Ap- 
pointment, who  had  a  Text  fent  him  for  the 
Third.  \  but  in  the  Humility  of  his  Spirit  de- 
clined it  then,  that  he  might  have  an  Op* 
portunity  of  Boaftingof  it  afterwards.  You 
are  pleas'd  to  reckon  it  4.  Happinefs  that 
you  preach'd  fome  of  thefe  Sermons ;  0- 
thers  you  take  the  Liberty  to  commend 
your  felf,  and  ev'ry  one  has  more  faid  up- 
on it  than  this,  which  was  the  nobleii 
Topic  of  them  all.  It  proceeded  cer- 
tainly from  a  Principle  of  Self-Confcioufi 
nefs,  that  you  were  the  moft  unlikely  of 
any  one  to  be  defigned  for  that  Office, 
that  you  fo  flightly  pafs  over  that  Perfor- 
mance. With  what  Plea fu re  do  you  ex- 
patiate upon  your  Favourite  Newgate 
Sermons ,  and  how  coldly  do  you  mention 
that  at  St.  Jameses  ?  Tho'  the  one  was 
before  the  Beft  of  Queens ,  and  the  others 
before  a  Tray  tor  to  her  RoyalVncle.  Nay*> 
%o  add  more  to  the  Diiiincxion,  I  fhall 
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take  notice  of  one  Thing,  which  few  per- 
haps would  have  obferved,  and  that  is, 
the  Queen's  Name,  in  the  Preface,  runs  on 
in  common  Characters ;  but  my  Lord 
RujfePs  (as  if  the  more  remarkable,)  is 
diftinguiflfd  in  an  Italic  Character. 

Since  then  your  Sermon  before  Her 
Maje/ly  is  of  fo  little  Moment  with  your 
Lordjbip,  it  has  the  greater  with  me,  and 
I  take  leave  to  obferve  fome  PafTages 
there. 

After  you  have  in  this,  given  us  a  fine 
Panegyric  on  the  late  Kjng,  you  affirm, 
that  in  the  Progrefs  of  a  long  and  devour- 
ing War,  rve  liv*d  in  a  profound  Peace  At 
'home.  At  the  fame  time  you  cannot  but 
be  fenfible  that  Parties  ran  very  high  all 
that  Reign,  that  the  Cunning  and  Ambi- 
tion of  many  who  had  no  Share  in  the 
Revolution,  mounted  them  above  the 
greateft  Patriots  of  their  Country,  that 
Complaints  and  Murmurs  were  very  fre- 
quent, that  Scbifm  made  a  Head  againft 
the  Church,  that  Convocations  were  inter- 
mitted, (you  know  bed  for  what  Rea- 
fons)  and  in  fhorr,  in  a  litteral  Senfe,  the 
Kjng&om  divided  againji  it  felf. 

This  feems  to  be  confefs'd  by  your 
Lordfhip  afterwards,  tho'  with  a  foft  and 
mollifying  Touch,  by  faying,  when  you 
come  to  Her  Majeflfs  Succeffion, 

if 
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//  there  was  an  Allay,  if  there  was  any 
thing  wanting,  tve  may  juftly  hope,  that  the 
fofty  and  affectionate,  the  tender,  and  heal- 
ing Part  is  referv*d  to  Her,  whom  Provi- 
dence has  now  raifed  up  to  be  our  Nurfing 
Mother.     Neither  can  any  thing  be  more 
juft  than  what  is  there  faid  of  the  Queen's 
Majefty,  of  her  Firmnefs  in  Religion  in  all  ' 
Trials,  Her  con  ft  ant  Courfe  of  ferious  and 
regular  Devotion,  and  a  Life  pining  out  in 
all,  the  fair  eft  and  bright  eft  Inft&ncet.     Glo- 
rious Things  are  fpoken  of  thee,  0  Queen  ! 
and  it  is  excellently  obferved  by  a  great 
Man,  that  upon  Solomon's  Exaltation,  even 
Shimei  himfelf  was  not  wanting  in  Words  of 
Refpetf,  and  Sub'mijjion, 

And  now,  my  Lord,  may  we  not  fay 
that  thofe  just  Hopes  are  come  to  a 
Maturity,  that  this  aufpicious  Beginning 
is  brought  to  Perfection,  that  the  time  of 
Building  of  the  Houfe  of  God  in  Peace,  is  at 
laftcome  from  that  Hand  from  which 
your  Lordfhip  prophefied  it  fhould  ?  Is 
not  She  bleft  of  the  Lord,  and  h.zs  not  God 
made  Her  Name  better  than  the  Names  of 
all  who  have  gone  before  Her,  and  Her 
Throne  greater  than  that  of  all  Her  An- 
ceftors?  Iffo,  (as  fure  it  is)  tvhythefe  Re- 
pinings  and  Murmur 'ings  in  our  Streets? 
And  whence  is  it  that  fome  oppos'd  thefe 
gracious  BleflinFs,  and  are  ftill  unthank- 
D  2  ful 


(  ao) 

fal  in  the  PoffefTion  of  them  ?  Why  arc 
the  Tongues  of  Evil-fpeakers  fharpen'd* 
and  the  Hands  of  Evil-doers  ftrengthen  d 
by  falfe  Suggeftions,  and  malicious  Mif- 
con  ft  raft  ions  of  the  kindeft,  and  fweeteft 
A&s  of  Mercy,  and  Benevolence  ?  The 
Clamours  of  Faction  are    ftill  loud  ;  the 
Defpifers  of  Dignity  ftill  infult  the  Me- 
mory of  pious  Princes  that  Jleep,  and  pro- 
voke the  Indignation  of  living  Majefty. 
The  Sowers  of  Sedition  ftill  publifh  their 
ungodly  Comments  upon  the  happieft 
Effects  of  a  wife  and  merciful  Adminiftra- 
tion. 

But  it  is  time  that  we  haften  now  to 
the  next  Compofition,  which,  as  there  is 
none  of  your  Lordfhip's  but  is  fome  way 
remarkable,  was  preached  upon  a  great 
Performs  xvavtiing  in  Religion,  who  after- 
wards turned  Papift.  And  the  Reafon  of 
its  being  now  printed  is9  that  you  think 
there  is  perhaps  as  much  Occafton  given  for 
fuch  a  Sermon  now,  as  there  might  be  then* 
I  wonder  your  Lordfhipfhould  foften  that 
Sentence  with  a  perhaps,  a  mere  Degene- 
racy from  your  common  way  of  Expref- 
fioh,  and  unbecoming  the  Man  of  bold 
Strokes,  and  which  forces  from  me  your 
Lordfhip's,  Who  could  have  thought  it  ? 
For  my  own  Satisfaction,  I  have  juft  now 
look'd  over  a  Uft  of  the  Great  Perfons  in 

this 
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this  Kingdom,    both  Toties  and  Whigs  i 
yourLordfhip's  Friends,  and  thofe  whom 
you  have  made  your  Enemies,  and  yet  I 
can't  find  any  one  Chara&er  with  whom 
this  Sufpicion  can  agree,  for  no  body  can 
fuppofe  you   printed  againft your  felf.     I 
have  indeed  obferv'd  that  this  Method  of 
(hooting  Scandal  at    random  has    been 
much  pradtis'd  of  late  by  the  Remnants 
of  an  abandon'd  Faction,    for  mention 
but  only  a  fuppofed   Crime,    and  add  a 
great  Perfon  to  it,  they  know  their  Friends 
nave  Malice  enough  to  make  the  Appli- 
cation where  they  pleafe.     A  Sermon  a- 
gainft  Popery  at  this  time  of  Day,  when 
beat  out  of  all  its  firong  Holds,    but  the 
Heads  of  the  Fanciful,  which  it  will  ever 
polTefs,  is  as  unaccountable  as  the  Vindi- 
cation of  a  Presbyterian    Lord,  who  fuf- 
fer'd  many    Years  ago    by    the  Laws 
of   his     Country     for    High    Treafon. 
What  is  not  a  Bijbop  quahfy'd  to  fay  ? 
Now  it  might  be  of  Ufe  for  him  to  consi- 
der that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Crimen 
L*fe  Majeftatis,    as    well    as  Scandalum 
Magnatum. 

However,  your  Lordfhip  unreflecting 
on  this,  could  not  reftrain  giving  a  free 
Vent  to  the  Honour  and  Jujtice  you  mull 
ever  pay  to  that  Great  and  Good  Man. 
Neither  can  I,  tho'  more  unwilling   to 

infult 
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infult  the  Afhes  of  an  ungrateful  Peer9 
than  your  Lordfhip  that  of  an  unfortu- 
nate Kjng  ;  forbear  to  fet  that  Circum- 
ftance  in  a  true  Light,  and  fee  with  what 
Pretence  you  can  affirm,  his  Caufe  ei- 
ther jufi  or  honourable. 

I  will  fet  down  his  Chara&er  firft,  as 
recorded  by  a  much  more  faithful  Hifto- 
rian  than  one  of  his  Brethren,  and  then 
produce  the  Sum  of  the  Evidence  againft 
him  as  a  Confpirator,  and  to  proceed 
with  fome  Reflexions  on  what  your 
Lordfhip  both  in  your  Preface,  and  Ser- 
mons, have  laid  of  him. 

*  The  Lord  :Xujft I  (fays  the  *  Hiftorian) 
1  was  a  Perfon  carried  away  beyond  his 

*  Duty  and  Allegiance  intothisTraiterous 

*  Enterprize,  by  a  vain  Air  of  Popularity, 

*  and  a  wildSufpicion  of  lofing  a  great  E- 
c  ftate  by  an  imaginary  Notion  of  Popery, 

<  whereby  he  was  the  more  eafily  feduced 

*  by  the  wicked  Teachers  of  that  moft  Un- 

<  chriftian  Doctrine,  which  has  been  the 

*  Caufe.of  fo  many  Rebellions,  and  was 
'  fo  conformable  to  his  Presbyterian  Educa- 
'  tiony  that  it  is  lawful  to  refift  and  rife  againft 
4  fovereign  Princes. 

As  to  the  Evidence  againft  him,  it 
was  as  full  as  could  be.     Firft  then,  Colo- 


*  Bijhop  Sprat. 

nel 
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net  Ramzey  depos'd,  '  That  he  was  at  the 

*  Traiterous  Meeting  at  Sheppard\  and 
1  fpoke,  and  gave  his  Confent  to  the  Ri- 
'  fing  and  furprifing  the  Kings  Guards ; 

*  Sheppard  himfelf  fwore  the  fame. 

My  Lord  Howard  fwore, '  That  after  the 
«  Earl  of  Shaftsburfs  Flight,  he  was  one  of 
i  the  Council  of  Six,  agreed  to  the  com- 
6  mon  Bank  of  25,  or  30000  £ .  to  anfwer 

*  theOccafions  of  the  Infurre&ion  ;  that  he 
c  agreed  to  the  MeiTage  into  Scotland,  to 
'  try  their  Friends  there,  and  this  Meeting 
'  was  in  his  own  Houfe.  From  all  this  he 
was  fairly  try'd,  legally  condemn'd,  and 
all  the  Prevarications  in  the  Paper  your 
Lordfhip  mentions,  deliver'd  to  Dr.  Til- 
lotfon,  are  partly  from  his  own  Prior  Con- 
feflion,  and  partly  from  the  Evidences  of 
others,  fufficiently  expofed,  as  you  may 
fee  in  the  Account  of  the  Rye  Houfe  Plot. 
And  upon  this,  fince  your  Lordfhip  va- 
lues your  felf  on  your  frequent  Attendance 
on  him  in  Newgate,  I  defire  you  would 
refled  on  a  PafTage  in  this  Book,  viz. 
f  That  they,whom  the  Lord  Ruffel  trufted 
6  with  compofing  his  laft  Speech,  permit- 

*  ted  him  to  affirm  on  the  "Word  of  a  dying 
6  Man,  he  knew  nothing  of  any  Defign  a- 
1  gainft  the  Kjng,  or  Kjngdom,  that  either 

*  they  didgrojsly  prevaricate  with  him,  or  he 
[  with  them.  Let  them  who  were  concern'd 

in 
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In  tampering  with  Ms  Confcieacfe  anfwcr 
that  fevere  Reflection. 

What  I  moft  wonder  at  is,  that  your 
Lordfbip,  while  you  are  endeavouring  to 
make  him  appear  Innocent,  fhould  by  an 
unhappy  Contradiction  make  it  plain  that 
he  was  Guilty.  For  what  is  it  but  a  Con- 
femon  of  Guilt,  when  you  faid  it  was 
unlawful  to  re  fist  before  a  total  Subversion, 
and  he  replied  it  would  be  then  too  late  ?  By 
which  it  is  evident  he  thought  the  Cafe  of 
the  Sheriffs  a  partial  Subverfion  of  the  Laws, 
and  fo  by  Confequencethat  it  was  time  to 
refifi  then,  as  it  has  been  proved  he  did 
defign  to  do. 

It  is  to  no  purpofb  then  for  your  Lord- 
fhip  to  give  a  fine  Character  of  his  Per  fo- 
nd, or  Cvriftian  Vertues,  fince  they  were 
made  ufe  of  to  cover  fuch  black  Defigns. 
For  Weft,  one  of  the  Traytors,  depos'd, 
That  the  Undertakers  mosi  defended  upon  the 
faid  Lord,  for  this  very  Reafon,  becaufe 
they  looked  on  him  as  a  Man  of  great  Sobriety. 

But  as  neither  Quality  nor  Sobriety 
was  then  reckonM  a  fufficient  Plea,  to 
protecl  a  Confpirator  ;  fo  it  can  never  be 
allowed  as  fuch  for  the  future,  to  skreen 
the  Right  Honourable,  or  Right  Reverend 
in  Titles,  for  making  infolent  Reflections 
on  the  Government,  under  which  they 
liveo 

Bu£ 
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But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  this  Sub- 
ject, your  Lordjhifs  Sermons  on  that  oc- 
cafion  affording  ample  Matter  for  more 
Obfervations.  It  is  certain,  that  after  a 
full  and  fincere  Confeflion  of  his  Crime, 
and  a  hearty  Sorrow,  and  Repentance 
for  it,  that  it  would  have  became  a  Dif- 
penfer  of  Holy  Things,  to  have  given  all 
proper  Confolation  to  any  Perfon  in  that 
Condition,  But  I  can't  perceive,  that 
there  was  this  Ground  for  your  Lord- 
fhip  to  go  upon  in  the  Cafe  before  us» 
The  Perfon  all  along  either  afferting 
the  Legality  of  his  Defign,  or  denying 
that  he  had  any  fuch  as  he  was  charged 
with. 

Much  lefs  can  your  Lordfhip  be  jufti- 
fied  in  fome  Applications  you  have  made 
ufe  of  in  thofe  Difcourfes;  for  inltance  in 
the  firft,  after  having  infifted  on  our  na- 
tural Averfion  to  Death;  efpecially,  when 
it  comes  with  Pomp  and,  Solemnity,  when 
the  Senfes  are  entire,  being  neither  opprejs^d 
with  Sicknefs,  nor  tranfported  with  any 
other  Mijery  ;  you  thence  conclude,  for 
the  NeceiTity  of  an  extraordinary  Com- 
fort on  fuch  a  Prolpecl.  From  this  you 
proceed,  7  hat  cur  Saviour  himfelf,  who 
had  all  the  innocent  Infirmities  of  our  Na* 
tnre^  felt  this,  and  had  an  Angel  came,  and 
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comforted  Him.  What  a  Comparifon  is 
here  I  Whatever  Foundation  your  Text 
gives  of  Comfort,  my  Lord,  I  am  fure 
it  could  give  you  none  to  compare  your 
Criminal's  Cafe  to  that  of  the  Son  of  God, 
or  your  felf  to  an  AngeL  But  you  are 
not  fatisfied  with  that,  ftill  going  on  in 
making  a  farther  Conformity  of  Circuni- 
fiances  in  your  Parallel,  and  one  Sign 
which  you  give  of  a  dying  Perfon's  being 
in  the  Lord,  when  the  fharpnefs  of  Enemies 
raifes  no  Hatred  nor  Indignation,  That 
this  was  not  that  noble  Perfon's  Cafe,  will 
be  evident  to  any  one  who  reads  the  Pa- 
per he  deliver'd  to  the  Sheriffs,  which  a- 
grees  exactly  with  the  Character  given 
of  it  by  the  judicious  Hiftorian,  The  gene- 
ral Drift  of  it,  being  to  make  odious  Jnfinu- 
at  ions  again fl  the  Government,  invidious 
Reflections  on  the  Mmijlers  of  his  Majeftfs 
Juflice,  and  undue  Extenuations  of  his  own 
Fault.  And  did  He  then  die  in  Charity 
with  all  Men?  Yet  farther,  The  manner 
of  its  Compofure  {fays  the  fame  Author  ) 
was  fuch  as  rather  became  the  Subtilty,  Ar- 
tifice, and  Equivocation,  of  fome  crafty  Hy- 
pocritical Confeffor ,  or  Presbyterian 
Casuist,  than  the  noble  plainnefs,  and 
fimplicity  oj  a  Gentleman. 

This 
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This  has  put  the  curious  World  upon 
guefling  who  was  the  Compofer  of  it, 
iince  it  could  not  be  the  great  and  good. 
Sufferer,  and  moft  agree,  that  it  muft  be 
a  Scotchman,  id  eft,  a  Divine  of  that  Na- 
tion. 

As  to  the  other  Contents  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  Book,  permit  me  to  fay  a  little ; 
the  Sermon  preached  upon  the  Death  of 
Dr.  Toung,  has  nothing  in  my  Opinion 
exceptionable,  but  the  manner  of  its  Re- 
commendation. He  indeed  was  an  ex» 
cellent  Divine,  a  good  Orator,  and  a 
true  Son  of  the  Church  of  England^  but 
He  was  only  Dean,  not  Bi/hop  of  Salisbu- 
ry. He  vindicated  the  Doctrines  of  the 
Church,  and  held  fall  to  its  Principles 
without  leaning  towards  Cal%iinifm%  or 
Socinianifm,  but  He  was  only  Dean  ^Sa- 
lisbury. He  never  enter'd  into  Difputes 
upon  Government,  which  were  not  a- 
greeable  to  the  juft  Foundation  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  extent  of  its  Prerogatives, 
and  for  the  advantage  of  Poftemy  has 
left  us  as  good  and  Orthodox  a  Collection 
of  Sermons  without  a  Preface,  as  ever  was 
publifh'd,  but  He  was  only  Dean  of  Salis- 
bury. He  directed  all  his  Power  of  Elo- 
quence to  itrengthen  the  weak  in  Faith, 
to  confute  the  Unreafonable,  to  vanquifh 
E  2  §chif, 
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Schifmaticks,  and  maintain  the  true  Do- 
ctrines which  were  once  deli'jer'd  to  the 
red  Saints,  but  He  was  only  Dean  of  Salis- 
bury. One  Particular  of  this  good  and 
great  Man,  I  may  without  offence  I  hope 
hint  at,  that  He  preach'd  one  Sermon  at 
Lambeth,  upon  the  Confecration  of  fome 
Bifhops,  wherein  the  Bifhops  who  know 
not  their  Duty,  may  find  what  they  are 
enjoin'd  to  do,  as  confonant  to  the  Te- 
nour  of  Scripture,  and  Primitive  Epifco- 
pacy. 

If  your  Lordfhip  fhould  blame  me  for 
attempting  the  Character  of  this  good. 
Man,  after  he  has  quitted  the  Office  fo 
long,  I  can  only  fay,  that  He  neither 
dy'd  a  Traitor  for  his  Prince,  or  a  Revi- 
ler  of  that  Church  wherein  he  was  educa- 
ted, and  fo  by  a  juft  Confequence,  I 
have  more  Liberty  to  commend  Him, 
than  any  One  can  a  profefs'd  Jntagonift 
to  both. 

The  laM:  and  finifhing  ftroke  of  your 
Lordfhip's  comes  next  under  my  View, 
your  old  Project  for  new  Homilies,  and 
your  Effay  on  that  Subject  drawn  up,  at 
the  defire  of  Archbijbop  'iillotjon,  and  fome 
other  Bifbops. 

It  was  not  without  good  Judgment, 
that  you  were  pitch'd  upon  to  begin  this 

Work 
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Work,  your  enterprizing  Spirit,  and  the 
Celerity  of  your  Pen,  concurring  to  make 
you  the  propereft    Perfon   to  open  the 
way  to  fuch  a  Performance.    Your  Lord- 
ihip  fays,  it  was  not  the  Defign  of  the 
Undertakers  to  lay  afide  the  Book  of  Ho- 
milies  already  efiablifljed ;  and  there  is  a 
good  Reafon  for  that,  becaufe  it   was  not 
in  their  Power.     And  a  happy  Provifion 
it  was,  to  make  fuch  a  Security  for  the 
Doctrines  of  the  Churchy  as  to  be  liable 
to  no  Alteration,  or  Addition  upon  any 
Scheme  of  a  few  innovator s9  taking  Care 
that  all  Things  relating  to  them  mud 
receive  the  Approbation  of  the  Collective 
Body  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  Sanction  of 
the  Legislature.     Were  a  free  Permiflion 
for  Projects,  and  Second  and  Third  Vo- 
lumes allow'd,  who  can  tell  but  that  ma- 
ny Doctrines  in  the  Firft  might  be  made 
of  no  Effect  by   the  fayings  of  fome  Men, 
"Who  can  for  inftance  queftion,  but  that 
the  Force  of  the  Homily  upon  Refistance 
would  be  eluded,  or  interpreted  away, 
that  Rites  and  Ceremonies  might  be  as 
little  favoured  by  others?   And  fo  the 
Two  Parts  look  like  the  Reafoning  of  a 
great  Man,  whofe  Premifes  and  Conclu- 
lion  are  commonly  at  Odds  with  each 
other, 

The 
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The  Reafon  for  this  Propofal  makes 
very  much  againft  your  Lordfhip's  No- 
tions of  Things  at  prefent,  and  therefore 
might  have  been  fupprelTed,  had  not  a 
Fatality  of  Self-Confutation,  peculiar  to 
your  Pen,  over-rul'd  it.  For,  fay  you, 
It  was  thought  that  Book  was  according  to 
the  State  of  Things  in  which  it  was  compo- 
fed,  chiefly  to  fettle  Men's  Minds  right 
with  Relation  to  the  Reform 'at  ion,  and  in 
Oppofition  to  Popery. 

Now  if  we  may  credit  your  Lord- 
fhip's late  Sentiments,  there  is  as  much 
occafion  for  fuch  a  Book  now,  as  there 
was  then,  for  you  have  given  us  many 
Prophetick  Warnings  ol  the  return  of 
Popery  like  a  Flood  upon  us,  and  tho' 
you  happen  not  to  be  much  minded  in 
this,  it  is  not  the  lefs  your  Opinion  for 
not  being  believed. 

For  my  Part,  I  can't  think  thefe  Do- 
ctrines and  Principles  too  Old,  becaufe 
we  have  had  them  for  above  a  hundred  and 
fifty  Years.  I  can  only  wilh  we  had  had 
them  fooner,  and  made  them  more  the 
Standard  of  our  Practice,  than  they  have 
been  oflate  Years.  If  Novelty  in  Do- 
ctrines is  a  Sign  of  their  Goodnefs,  there 
has  not  been  wanting  a  plentiful  Spring 
of  them,  and  they  bear  Date  from  very 
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notable    /Eras  indeed.     Rebellion  on  fre- 

text  of  Confcience  rofe  in  41 flourifh'd 

feveral    Years  then    lay   dormant 

fome  Time,  and  has  made  many  frrug- 
gles  fince  for  a  new  Reign.  Liberty, 
whofe  true  Name  is  Licentioufaefs,  and 
the  Power  of  the  People,  rofe   about  the 

fame  Time,  continued  longer,  and 

has  trill  a  Party.  Moderation,  that  is, 
a  neglect  of  Church  Discipline,  came  in  af- 
ter   the   Revolution Low-Church,    or 

an  Indifference  to  Church-Communion , 
the  LaliJoorn  of  Schifm,  in  great  Reputa- 
tion with  a  Faction  at  prefent.  Many 
more  Branches  of  thefe  new  Principles 
might  be  reckon'd,  but  becaufe  I  intend 
them  for  another  Opportunity,  I  fhall 
proceed  to  the  more  immediate  Purpofe 
of  this  Addrefs. 

If  then,  my  Lord,  this  Defign  had 
been  undertaken  by  a  fuflicient  Autho- 
rity, and  ( as  in  Cafes  of  that  Nature  it 
ought  to  be)  committed  by  that  Autho- 
rity to  a  felecl:  Number  of  Perfons,  ev'ry 
way  qualified  for  fuch  a  Work,  and  the 
whole  Revifed,  and  Corrected  by  the 
Convocation  as  Judges,  I  cannot  fay  but 
upon  this  Suppofition  it  might  have  been 
of  great  Ufe,  and  Confequence.  But  as 
the  Scheme  was  confined  to  a  few,  whom 

your 


your  Lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  mention 
(itho'  doubtlefs  Men  of  great  Abilities) 
it  is  much  better  that  the  Defign  was 
laid  afide,  one  of  thefe  Perfons  having 
entertain'd  very  Angular  Notions  in 
fome  Articles  of  Faith,  and  another  whom 
you  well  know  having  been  equally 
blam'd  for  Mifinterpretations  in  another 
Project,  which  has  long  fince  been  made 
Publick. 

Your  Lordfhip's  Effays  had  the  Happi- 
nefs  to  pleafe  the  Archbishop  fo  well, 
that  he  laid  a  farther  Task  upon  you, 
but  I  can't  think  the  pleafing  any  one 
Perfon,  how  great  foever,  is  a  Teft  of 
Truth,  or  Excellence ;  for  at  that  Rate 
we  muft  take  your  Exposition  of  the  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Church  of  England,  as  agree- 
able to  the  Senfe  of  the  Compilers,  and 
our  beft  Interpreters,  which  you  know 
has  been  called  in  Queftion.  You  are 
pleafed  to  term  this  nothing  but  a  Spi- 
rit of  Opposition,  and  Contradiction,  but 
it  will  require  a  long  Time  for  your 
Lordfhip  to  prove,  that  the  Cenfure 
which  the  Lower- Houfe  of  Convocation 
palled  upon  your  Book,  proceeded  not 
upon  juft,  and  good  Grounds. 

In  what  your  Lordfhip,  {unwilling  that 
any  thing  of  yours  Jbould  be  quite  lofl,)  has 
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offer'd  to  the  Public,  I  muft  freely  con- 
fefs  that  I  can't  perceive  any  thing  like 
the  old  Compofitions  of  your  excellent 
PredecefTors  on  the  fame  Occafion.  I 
can't  fee  that  primitive  Vein  of  Plain- 
nefs  and  Simplicity,  that  Spirit,  and 
Strength  of  Reafoning,  that  due  Appli- 
cation of  Scripture  Argument,  and  pathe- 
tical  Recommendation  of  Truth,  which 
is  the  diftinguifhing  CharaQer  of  the  an- 
cient Homilies \  You,  like  the  young  Men 
whom  you  complain  of,  make  Declama- 
tions indeed  upon  fome  Subjects,  but 
whether  fit  to  be  read  in  Churches  or  no, 
Heave  to  the  better  Judges  of  your  own 
Profeflion  to  determine. 

There  yet  remains  one  thing  tobeex- 
poftulated  with  your  Lordihip,  in  relation 
both  to  Church  and  State,  which  you  will 
have  to  be  in  the  extremeft  Danger. 
Tou  rvijb  that  the  true  ftating  of  Matters,  as 
they  flood  at  the  Revolution,  may  have  the 
defied  Effect,  and  as  for  the  Prejudic'd, 
you  pray  God  to  bring  them  to  a  true  Senje 
of  Things  before  it  is  >oo  late.  Now  fup- 
pofing  your  Lordfliip  had  truly  ftated 
Matters  at  that  time,  1  can't  perceive 
hOw  we  are  affected  by  it,  unlefs  by  un= 
ravelling  the  illegal  Steps  of  K.  Jameses 
&%n\  and  his  Zeal  for  propagating-  Po- 
F  fery. 
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pery,  your  Lordfhip  intends  a  Parallel  at 
prefent.  And  this  truly  feems  to  be  the 
Compliment  you  pay  your  Governours, 
and  tho'  the  Infinuation  is  couched  in 
general  Terms,  yet  the  Malice  of  Heart  is 
evident,  and  I  am  certain  you  would 
have  but  a  mean  Opinion  of  any  one's 
Underftanding,  who  could  not  apply 
your  Reflection.  You  here  fuppofe  that 
there  is  Ruin  bringing  in  upon  the  Nation  7 
that  it  is  plain,  that  nothing  elfe  could  have 
been  looked  for,  and  then  in  an  humble  Ac- 
quiefcence  under  the  Rod  of  Affliction, 
you  cry  out,  The  Will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 
If  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Afperity  of 
Words,  or  Prejudice  of  Opinion,  fo  much 
difclaimed  by  your  Lordfhip,  here  your 
own  Hand  condemns  you,  here  are  Marks 
of  the  moft  inveterate  Spirit,  that  can 
hold  out  againft  the  plainer!:  Conviction 
of  Senfe  and  Reafon.  However,  fince 
the  la  ft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
I  entertain  fome  faint  Hopes  of  a.  Convert, 
and  have  a  little  Charity  for  thole  who 
have  none. 

But  if  they,  who  all  along  endeavour'd 
to  obftruct  thofe  gracious  Meafures,  and 
fow'd  the  Teeth  of  the  Serpent,  inftead  of 
cultivating  the  Arts  of  Peace,  will  ftill  pro- 
ceed in  their  Obftinacy,    if  what   their 
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Treachery  could  not  prevent,  their  Folly 
ftill  fo  blinds  them,  as  to  difturb  to  their 
own  Ruin;  beitfo,  The  Will  of  the  Lord 
be  dme.  If  a  certain  great  Clergyman 
has  a  Mind  to  vifit  the  Monfters  m  the 
Tower,  and  will  ftill  exercife  his  Pen  in 
Oppofition  to  Truth,  and  follow  the 
Ways  of  Faction,  till  he  fall  by  them  ;  be 
it  fo,  The  Will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 


I  am,  &c. 


G.-& 
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